Bum-a-ling! Bum-a-ling!
Bow-wow-wow!
WO s e =i N
Ching-a-ling! Ching-a-ling!
Chow-chow-chow!

The cheer that rose from the ranks of the uni-
formed students assembled on the parade
ground that Montana morning in early June
1904 was familiar enough, similar as it was to
the kinds of nonsensical verses that floated over
football fields across the country every fall.
Familiar, yet singularly out of context, chanted
as it was in the accents and cadences of the
various Native peoples represented in this par-
ticular student body.

A g e g
Bum-a-ling! Ching-a-ling!
Wheo are we?

World Champions

The 1904 Girls’ Basketball Team
from Fort Shaw Indian Boarding School

by Linda Peavy and Ursula Smith

A team of remarkable athletes from
Montana’s Fort Shaw Government
Industrial Indian School traveled to
the Louisiana Purchase Exposition
in St. Louis, Missouri, to put on
exhibitions for fair-goers in
1904. As the official champions
of the exposition and, in the
eyes of their supporters, “the
undisputed . . . world’s
champions,” they brought
home the silver trophy
P tured here. The team
members, photographed in St.
Louis, are (standing from left)
Rose LaRose, Flora Lucero,
Katie Snell, Minnie Burton,
Genevieve Healy, Sarah Mitchell,
and (seated from left) Emma
Sansaver, Genie Butch, Belle
Johnson, Nettie Wirth.

the voices demanded. Then came the resound-
ing response:

Fort Shaw! Fort Shaw!

Rah! Rah! Rah!

The volume and intensity of the closing lines
left no doubt as to the crowd’s collective pride
in the basketball team they were sending off
that morning.'

Since the team’s organization in 1902, the
girls whose accomplishments engendered such
pride had been virtually unbeatable in the
fledgling sport of “basket ball,” routinely de-
feating most of the state’s college and high
school girls’ teams—and a few boys’ teams as
well. Now Superintendent Fred C. Campbell









































































