B Montana Traveler

The 320 Ranch

by Connie Staudohar

uffalo Horn Creek. Ramshorn Lake.

Tepee Pass. Sunken Forest. Connect the dots

between these sites and the 320 Guest Ranch fits
within the contour. Situated in the folds of the Gallatin
Canyon, just five miles shy of the northwestern boundary
of Yellowstone National Park, the 320 Ranch has an
intriguing history.

Dr. Caroline McGill, the long-time owner of the ranch,
first viewed the area in November 1911 from the back of a
bobsled.! With heavy wool blankets layered around her
from head to toe and her hands burrowed inside thick
gloves, she resembled the bundled tubercular patients she
had left behind in the Butte hospital where she worked.

Just as the cure for tuberculosis was simply being out-of-

doors, Dr. McGill sought to restore herself by taking a
hunting trip in the Gallatin Canyon. Now;, nearly a century
later, ranch manager Pat Sage invokes McGill’s spirit to
attract visitors to the 320.

“The history helps—it is a part of the ranch,” Sage
explained. When Dr. McGill’s 1911 hunting party crossed
Buffalo Horn Creek en route to their destination, they too
learned the ranch’s history. The Buffalo Horn Creek Resort
(the 320’s original name) was one of the few active dude
ranches in the Gallatin Canyon, and McGill’s host, Dr.
Safely, was among the canyon residents who informally
provided lodging for hunters in the fall and winter. As more
people from cities toured Yellowstone Park, stories of the
large elk herds and other plentiful game spread among
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The 320 Guest Ranch lies in the Gallatin Canyon a few miles from the northwestern boundary of Yellowstone National Park.
Homesteaded in 1899, the ranch became a year-round dude business called the Buffalo Horn Creek Resort in 1907. After
visiting the ranch for several years, Butte doctor Caroline McGill bought the 320-acre resort in 1936.
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