


Women cannot conveniently become hunters or anglers, nor
can they without some eccentricity of conduct follow birds
and quadrupeds into the woods. —Wilson Flagg
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hen essayist Wilson Flagg penned the words of the epigraph in an 1871
issue of the Atlantic Monthly, he was surely reflecting conventional opinion
about women’s appropriate place in the outdoors (he exhorted women
who felt impelled to venture beyond the sitting room to take up botany
rather than blood sports).! He was also, if unwittingly, highlighting the constraints within
which outdoorswomen of his time pursued their sport. Throughout much of Euramerican
history, it indeed has not been “convenient” for women to take up activities so deeply male
identified as hunting. And, given the patriarchal social structures that shaped American
society, those women who did venture afield, whether with the men in their lives or with
other women, were more often than not judged by most of their peers to be displaying

“eccentricity of conduct.”

In the second half of the nineteenth century, women established themselves as hunters throughout
the American West. Here Mrs. Henry Houghton and Mrs. Jerome Marble of Worcester, Massachusetts,
pose with hunting dogs and game next to a Northern Pacific Railroad car in Dakota Territory in 1876.
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