Slow Boat To Benton

by Dorothy M. Johnson

N FEBRUARY, 1866, Wilbur Fisk

Sanders and his wife and their two
little boys, James and Wilbur, left their
home in Virginia City, Montana Terri-
tory, to visit relatives back in the states.
Friends gave them an appropriate bon
voyage present, according to a journal
that Mrs. Sanders kept: a beautiful
gold nugget “weighing $205.”

They traveled by sleigh and coach,
sleeping on the floor in blankets and
fur robes. They left home February 21,
and March 9 had been on the coach
night and day for 16 days except for a
brief stop in Salt Lake City, where
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Brigham Young and his 31 wives were
among the sights Mrs. Sanders noted.
She was happily surprised at how well
her little boys were behaving. She
noted March 7, “Strange as it may
seem we are having a most comfortable
journey . . . . I cannot but wonder if
we shall ever see a r.r. so far west as
M.T.”—meaning, of course, a railroad
to Montana Territory.

At Atchison, March 14, they took a
train and reached their destination—her

journal doesn’t say what it was—March
17, 1866.
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