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URING A WRITING

CAREER THAT LASTED

NEARLY SIXTY YEARS,
Dorothy Marie Johnson wrote
articles, short stories, and book
reviews almost beyond counting,
and a total of seventeen published
books. When You and I Were
Young, Whitefish, a funny, nostal-
gic, warmly personal volume, was
the last of the seventeen. First
published in 1982, this collection of
personal reminiscences about
growing up in a small northwestern
Montana town has just been
republished by the Montana
Historical Society Press. The
Montana Historical Society Press
edition is, in a way, a homecoming
because much of the material that
comprises When You and I Were
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INTRODUCTION

Young, Whitefish appeared origi-
nally in Montana The Magazine of
Western History in the mid-1970s.
Vivian Paladin, who edited Mon-
tana during those years, has
written a biographical sketch of
Dorothy Johnson’s life, which is
the basis for what follows here and
serves as an introduction to the
new edition.

Dorothy Johnson’s work has
been compared by critics with that
of Ernest Hemingway, Mark
Twain, John Steinbeck, Mary
Austin, Willa Cather, and
Montana’s own A. B. Guthrie, Jr.
She is probably best known for her
stories that later became movies:
The Hanging Tree (1959), The Man
Who Shot Liberty Valance (1962),
and 4 Man Called Horse (1976).

¥ Johnson (right)
‘ ends clown for
mera on a senior

hike, circa 1922
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Her greatest body of work brought

4

the early years of the American
West to life through the vivid
characters she created. “To write
about the American West,” she
once said, “wasn’t just some
decision I sat down and made. It
was just what I happened to know
about. Anytime I write anything
that isn’t the West of the nineteenth
century I’'m sort of off my track.”
As she clearly shows in When You
and I Were Young, Whitefish, she
also knew about the Whitefish of
her youth, when, as she put it, “it
was too raw to be pretty and too
new to be quaint, when it was
boisterous and howling and always
outgrowing its britches.™

Born in McGregor, lowa, in
1905, to Lester E. and Louisa
























