A Lady’s Trip to

“Earth Could Not Furnish
Another Such Sight”

by Margaret Andrews Cruikshank
edited by Lee H. Whittlesey

In 1883, the newly completed Northern
Pacific Railroad began service to Yellowstone
National Park on its branch line that ran
south up the Yellowstone River from Living-
ston, Montana. The railroad advertised the
Park as “Wonderland,” an idyllic and almost
magical place. Tourists came by rail and took
the “Grand Tour” of the Park, rubbing elbows
with some of the highest and lowest class of
travelers in the Victorian world.

One of the tourists that summer was Marga-
ret Andrews Cruikshank, single woman, his-
torian, and world traveler. Born in 1825 in old
Georgetown, D.C., where she lived during the
first thirty years of her life, Cruikshank and
her divorced mother lived in the home of Dr.
Thomas Sewall. Sewall was a close friend to
several Washington personalities, including
Daniel Webster and Samuel F. B. Morse. So
“Margie,” as she was called by relatives, grew
up in an atmosphere of culture and influence.!
She developed great curiosity, a talent for
learning and an interest in exploration, and
considerable social skills. Her letters reveal
that she was a keen observer and intensely
interested in history. She wrote two volumes
of family genealogy.’

When Cruikshank visited the Park in 1883,
she was fifty-eight years old and living in
Minneapolis, where she worked as a teacher
for many years.’ To get to Yellowstone, Cruik-

shank traveled on the Northern Pacific
Railroad’s branch line to near present-day
Corwin Springs, Montana. The railroad was
not yet completed all the way to the Park
when she arrived on August 22, 1883, al-
though workmen finished it twelve days later.
Her party alighted from the train at the end of
track, and coaches carried them to the unfin-
ished National Hotel at Mammoth Hot
Springs.

In late August 1883, Yellowstone National
Park was a “three ring circus” because of the
near-simultaneous visits of President Chester
A. Arthur and two parties of important rail-
road officials and potential customers of the
company that planned to develop hotels in
the Park. A local observer at the time com-
mented that “the Park is full of notables and
one cannot go ten rods in any direction with-
out rubbing against a lord, a duke, a senator, a
government guide or some other gentlemen of
high degree.”

Against this backdrop, Margie Cruikshank
boarded her carriage from the 414-foot-long
veranda at the front of the National Hotel and
began her “Grand Tour” of Yellowstone. In
her memoir of the tour, she commented on the
Park’s attractions, the accommodations, and
her fellow tourists, giving us an especially
delightful perspective on tourism during the
Victorian era.’
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Yellowstone, 1883
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Riverside Geyser in the Upper Geyser Basin in about 1899
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