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ANNUAL SESSION

—Oor—

Choteau Co. Teachers’ Institute

TO BE HELD IN THE

Scl)ool . BuilJir)s, . Rorf‘f]acx)ﬁx),

MONTANA,

December 21, 22, 23 and 24, 1890.

CHOTEAU COUNTY, MONT.

All interested in educatio
invited to attend.

DAILY PROGRAMME .

9:00—-9:40. .Primary Methods
5vnthetic Reuling "Geo, raphy.
Color and Form, Num

Choteau Co. Teachers Tnsti
Scheel - @uiu'u)g, . Borf‘-’ﬁcx,

MONTANA,

17 and 18th, 1895

10:15—10:30 ...
10:30—10:40.
10:40—11:20.
11:20—-12:00. ...

INTERMISSION.
..... Elementary Science
.. Physiology or Zoology
..Civics or History

1:30—-2:00
2:00—2:30

Qctober .

of all persons interes

3:10—-3:35. Reading
¥ requesled

Inlermeﬂiuw (Class Drill) Phonicn,
\upp emenury, Adv nnced

[ attendance
e natters is earnestl

MARGERY E JAcOBY,
Co. Supt- ©

eduncat jonal v

. Pedagogics

£ uhonhl

FRIDAY, OCTOBER I8TH.

D=0, . . oo ernnunnsienerie Number Work
Miss Priestley and Prof. Young.

10:00—10:30.....c000eune - ” . Arithmetic
........................ Dally Wurk continued
AFPTERNOON SESSION.

1:15—1:45.....Brief Report of Denver (Convention
Prof. Young.

Elementary Science

ve evss I
... Geography

A0 GENTURY
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by ALICE COWAN COLEMAN

While modern politicians rely heavily on the media to attract voters, they still
use such events as barbecues and clambakes to provide personal contact with pros-
pective supporters. The “common touch” still cannot be denied as a vote-getter,
and plenty of food still attracts large audiences favorably disposed to persuasion.
In the Autumn of 1894, however, less than a dozen registered voters, most of them
cowhands, were all that could be crowded into a kitchen in Box Elder, in Northern
Montana, to participate in a taffy pull and meet a diminutive 23-year-old woman
who was running for Superintendent of Schools of Chouteau County, a subdivision
so large that the states of New Hampshire and Vermont could be encompassed with-
in its borders with room to spare. While helpful friends kept the coal-burning range
hot enough to bring the mixture of sugar and water to a full rolling boil, the Box
Elder community met Miss Margery Jacoby. Not only did she attract votes that
evening, to be added to the total which won her the office she sought, but she
attracted a husband as well.

As one of Margery Jacoby Cowan’s four children, and also a teacher, I have
explored her professional career through old letters, printed documents, family
memoirs, as well as personal recollections, searching for the ingredients to her
success as a teacher, administrator, wife, and mother. However, when we were
growing up in Box Elder during the years when our father, William T. Cowan,
was prominent in political and civic matters, we were more drawn to his news-
worthy activities and failed to appreciate Mother’s subtle but pervasive influences.
Looking back to 1894, Margery Jacoby’s constituency seems incredibly far-flung
and isolated, her modes of transportation varied and slow, her qualifications for
office unconventional although eminently practical. In a day when women seldom
dedicated themselves to careers or politics, she was able to advance the status of
education in Northern Montana and successfully make the transition to wife and
mother, all the while quietly maintaining idealism and leadership in her home
and community.
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