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B 0 Q n e g F. Y. CORY, written vertically in

block letters, was an artist’s signa-
ture seen frequently in turn-of-the-
century periodicals and
books, in the corners
of Art Nouveau-influ-
enced line drawings and
delicately-tinted water-
colors. Fanny Y. Cory
was the byline that ap-
peared above a cartoon
called “Sonnysayings,”
which presented a pre-
cocious five-year-old
boy’s view of the world
to newspaper readers
from 1926 to 1956.
Fanny Cory Cooney
was the name of a
sprightly rancher’s
wife who raised three
children near the tiny
community of Canyon
Ferry, Montana, where
she was known as a
gracious and lively hos-
tess.

All three of these
names belonged to one
woman, and they repre-
sent the three diverse
careers combined in her ninety-four-
year lifespan. Standing just over five
feet tall, this sunny woman main-
tained an optimism that belied the
tragedies she met in life. Determined
and dedicated in all her undertak-
ings, she made her accomplishments
seem effortless. And, as our mother,
she was both a strengthening and a
brightening force in our lives.
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