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THE ANDREW JACKSON HUNTER FAMILY—
MARY HUNTER DOANE
By Merrill G. Burlingame

The story of a state is the story of its people. In a state as
young as Montana, it is still largely a story of its pioneers. Those
who settle an area have an influence and a responsibility far
out of proportion to their number. Montana was fortunate in the
type of people attracted to its plains and valleys in its pioneer
days. The Andrew Jackson Hunter family, and Mary Hunter
Doane, its last remaining pioneer descendent, the subjects for
this sketch, represent many of the typical qualities for the pioneers
of Montana.

Mary Hunter Doane, President of the Society of Montana
Pioneers for the year 1949-1950, is the immediate subject of this
biography. A resident of Bozeman, which she first saw in 1864,
she observed her ninety-first birthday on July 7, 1950. No one
considers Mrs. Doane as being aged, however. Alert, genial and
a strikingly handsome lady she walks about the town at will to
visit her friends and often journeys to distant cities to participate
in movements of interest and value. She has served as president
of the Gallatin County Pioneers Society for a number of years.
She is an active member of the Bozeman chapter of the Daughters
of the American Revolution, and a faithful attendant of the Episco-
pal Church. Mrs. Doane observed her sixth birthday on the high
plains enroute to Montana. The Hunter family group, which was
the only one in the train they accompanied, consisted of Andrew
Jackson Hunter, his wife, Susannah Murray Hunter, Mary and
two younger children.

Andrew Jackson Hunter was born in Prince Edward County,
Virginia, March 18, 1816, the youngest of sixteen children. The
family started the typically American westward movement in 1818
when a move to Kentucky was made, followed by another in a
few years to Louisiana. Here Andrew became a physician at a
rather early age. He married a Miss Philpott and two children
were born of this marriage. By 1856 Dr. Hunter was serving as
physician for the Illinois Central Railway. Following the death
! Much of the material for this paper has come from interviews with Mrs. Mary Docne

in Bozeman. She has a considerable number of manuscripts of addresses which sghe
has given over a period of many years, newspaper clippings, legal documents, and
the family Bible. A number of newspaper articles have appeared which concern

the Hunter family such as those in: Silver State Post, Feb. 7, 1937; Rocky Mountain
Husbandman, Oct. 9, 1939,
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cf Mrs. Hunter, Andrew moved in 1857 to Benton County, Missouri.
Here on October 12, 1858, Dr. Hunter was married to Susannah
C. Murray.

Susannah Murray was one of twelve children whose grand-
porents had both been born in County Donegal, Ireland, of
staunch Scotch descent. The grandfather had come to America
in June, 1776, and immediately entered into revolutionary activi-
ties. Following the war this family had also moved westward—
to Harrisburg, Pa., in 1783, and to Stark County, Ohio, in 1809. By
1835 the family had moved three counties west to Richland Coun-
ty, where at Mansfield, Susannah was born on May 28. A later
move took them to Missouri where Susannah met Dr. Hunter.

With the outbrecgk of the Civil War, Dr. Hunter entered the
Coniederate Army os surgeon. As the war in the West ceased to
be severe he left the service and established his home in Chester,
Randolph County, Illinois, where again he became a railway
physician.

Dr. Hunter's family had been large slave holders and pos-
sessed considerable wealth which hod not been dissapated by the
war. With his inheritance to which he added, Dr. Hunter made
another move westward, to Callaway County, Missouri. Here he
acquired a considerable farm, a general store and drug store, and
a spacious home. In the closing days of the war the country
was swept by irresponsible guerilla troops, and because of Dr.
Hunter's ovowed Southern sympathies and his participation in
the Confederate army, his property became the mark of these
marouding hands. The climax of these attacks occurred during
the absence of Dr. Hunter. The home and the store were burned
to the ground, and the family was in a state of panic.

Dr. Hunter saw nothing but further contention in the area. He
immediately converted his remaining property into cash, fitted
up a wagon, and on April 2, 1864, set out for the Far West which
had appealed to his restless nature for a considerable time. In
Omaha the family joined a train consisting of thirty-two men for
the trip across the plains.

The original destination of the train was Boise, Idaho. In-
formation cbtained on the plains aroused interest in the new mines
in Montana, and the direction was changed. When the Hunters

rrived on the site of Bozeman on August 1, 1864, only a few

tents marked the future town. The citizens were to meet eight
days hence, mark the limits of the townsite, and name it for
John Bozeman.

























