‘When ITiontana
and [ Were Young’

IMargaret Bell's ITiemoir of a
[forthern Miontana Childhood

I @ meeling of his newly formed Mon-

tana Institute of the Arts in 1947, prob-

ably in Great Falls, Montana, the leg-
endary University of Montana professor H. G.
Merriam was approached by a middle-aged
woman with a manuscript under her arm.
Unlike many professors of creative writing,
Merriam was generous with unpublished writ-
ers. A former Rhodes scholar and founder of
the influential journal Midland and, later, The
Frontier, Merriam had devoted much of his
life to discovering, encouraging, and publish-
ing the work of otherwise unknown writers in
the Northwest. “Out of our soil we grow, and
out of our soil should come expression of our-
selves, living, hating, struggling, failing, suc-
ceeding, desponding, aspiring, playing,























































